Wyong Musical Theatre Company Inc
proudly presents in April 2019

Music & Lyrics
Stephen
Sondheim

Book by
Burt
Shevelove
And
Larry Gelbart

Creative/Production Team
Director: Michael Partridge
Musical Director: Beverly Partridge
Choreographer: Madeline Stephenson
Set & Costume Designer: Richard Jeziorny
Production Manager: Sharyn Lucus
Assistant Director: TBC

Creative/Production Team
Assistant Choreographer: Maddie Stephenson
& Julie Young
Props: Amanda Thompson
Costumes/Hair/Make-up: Peta Holland Kelly
Stage Manager: Grace Sackman
Accompanist: Ian Cumming

Show Dates 2019
Friday 5 April – 7.30pm
Saturday 6 April – 1.00pm (Matinee)
Saturday 6 April – 7.30pm
Sunday 7 April – 1.00pm (Matinee)
Wednesday 10 April – 7.30pm
Friday 12 April – 7.30 pm
Saturday 13 April – 1.00pm (Matinee)
Saturday 13 April – 7.30pm
Sunday 14 April – 1.00pm (Matinee)

Fees
Adult Membership

$30

Junior Membership

$20

Family Membership

$85

Show Fee

$35

Costume Fee
$25
Catering
$25
All fees are due 21 days from the first rehearsal

Rehearsals
Tuesdays 6.30pm – 9.30pm as per schedule
Saturdays 12.30 – 4.30 as per schedule
Rehearsals: 20 & 24/11/18, 11 & 15/12/18, break for Xmas/New
Year, and then from 19/1/2019
As the play is continuous the cast will be scheduled, as far as
possible, at specific times for rehearsals to minimize unnecessary
waiting. A three strike policy will be enforced so please note any
availability issues on your audition form.
Please note that there may be some Sunday rehearsals near the end
of the rehearsal period depending on the requirements of the
production.

The Plot
A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum is a fast-paced farce that

promises to have audiences rolling on the floor. Taken straight from the roots of
comedy, Forum combines the ancient comedies of Plautus with a vaudevillian
delivery.
Pseudolus is the laziest slave in Rome and has but one wish, to purchase his
freedom. When his master and mistress leave for the day he finds out that their son,
Hero, Pseudolus’ young master, has fallen in love with a virgin in the house of
Lycus, a slave dealer specializing in beautiful women. Pseudolus concocts a deal in
which he will be freed if he can procure the girl for young Hero. Of course, it can't
be that simple as everything begins to go wrong. Chaos ensues with hair-brained
schemes, cases of mistaken identity, slamming doors and convoluted plot twists.
One of the funniest musicals ever written, Forum promises: “Something for
everyone: a comedy tonight!”

Cast

Pseudolus:
(Latin for “faker”)
A Roman slave, owned by Hero, who seeks to win his freedom
by helping his young master win the heart of Philia. Quickwitted, scheming, childlike spirit and good comic timing.
Pseudolus also plays the part of Act I Prologus.
Gender: Male
Age: 30 to 50
Vocal type: Baritone – 7 Songs.
Quote:
Pseudolus: [Speaking of the girl Hero says he loves] A common
courtesan in the house of Lycus?
Hero: Is that disgraceful?
Pseudolus: There's no way to make it sound like an
achievement!
Audition: Singing, reading and movement.

Cast
Hysterium:
(Latin for “hysterical”)
The chief slave in the House of Senex. Believes he is in
control, but is actually Pseudolus' puppet to carry out his
schemes. Anxious, nervous, conservative and loyal. He
desperately wants everything to be in order.
Gender: Male
Age: 40 to 55
Vocal type: Baritone – 5 Songs
Quote:
Hysterium: I live to grovel.
Audition: Singing, reading and movement.

Cast
Hero:
The young son of Senex and Domina. He falls in love with Philia and
agrees to give Pseudolus his freedom if he can help Hero woo her.
Practical, privileged, romantic, innocent and naive.
Gender: Male
Age: 18 +
Vocal type: Tenor – 7 Songs
Quote:
Hero (singing) I pine, I blush, I sqeak, I squawk.
Today I woke too weak to walk.
What’s love, I hear, I feel – I fear
I’m in.
Audition: Singing, reading and movement.

Cast
Philia:
(Greek for “love”)
A virgin in the House of Lycus whom we also later find out is Erronius'
daughter. She is promised to Miles and vows to give him bodily what he
has paid for, but loves Hero and promises he will always have her heart.
In the end the day is saved by the revelation that she is the daughter of
Erronius and sister of Miles Gloriosus who then nullifies his contract and
allows her to go to Hero. Young, pretty, devoted, innocent and naive to
the point of being dumb. An archetypal ingénue.
Gender: Female
Age: 18 to 21
Vocal type: Soprano – 5 Songs
Quote:
Hero: For us there will never be happiness.
Philia: We must learn to be happy without it.
Audition: Singing, reading and movement.

Cast
Senex:
Latin for “old man” or “senile”
A perennially “henpecked” dirty, old man, father to Hero
and husband to Domina, who is not adverse to wine, women
and song, but only when his wife is away. Senex also plays
the part of the Prologus at the beginning of Act II.
Gender: Male
Age: 45 to 70
Vocal type: Baritone – 4 Songs
Quote:
Sennex: A lesson to you all. Never fall in love during a total
eclipse.
Audition: Singing, reading and movement.

Cast
Domina:
(Latin for “mistress”)
Senex's wife. A shrewish woman who dominates to the point of
answering herself the questions she asks of others. Loves her
husband deep down, but is outwardly controlling, demanding, and
manipulative.
Gender: Female
Age: 40 to 50
Vocal type: Mezzo-Soprano – 3 Songs
Quote:
Domina: Forgive me for ever having mistrusted you, my darling. But
you HAVE been a little distant these past 29 years.
Audition: Singing, reading and movement.

Cast
Lycus:
The snaky, slimy, lecherous owner of the house of Courtesans.
Always out to make a profit, but also wants to provide good on
what his business offers.
Gender: Male
Age: 40 to 50
Vocal type: Baritone – 3 Songs
Quote:
Lycus: (to a eunuch) I've told you a thousand times not to fan
the girls when they’re still wet! You'll never learn, you'll be a
eunuch all your life!
Audition: Singing, reading and movement.

Cast
Miles Gloriosus:
(Latin for “boastful” or “braggart soldier”)
A captain in the Roman army to whom Marcus Lycus has promised
Philia. In the end it is revealed that he is the brother of Philia and son
of Erronius. Commanding, boastful, vain, pompous, manly and strong.
Gender: Male
Age: 25 to 35
Vocal Type: Bass – 4 Songs
Quote:
Pseudolus: She is magnificence personified! If you had been born a
woman, you would have been she!
Miles Gloriosus: As magnificent as that?
Audition: Singing, reading and movement.

Cast
Erronius:
(Latin for “wandering”)
Senex's elderly, near-sighted, confused and befuddled neighbour in the
house to the right. He has spent the past twenty years searching for his two
children, kidnapped in infancy by pirates. A relatively small part but
essential to the plot, with some funny, scene stealing entrances.
Gender: Male
Age: 45 to 70
Vocal type: any – 2 Songs
Quote:
Erronius: My daughter, a eunuch?
Audition: Singing, reading and movement.

Cast
The Courtesans
Tintinabula (Lat. “bell”)
Panacea (Lat. “cure all”)
The Geminae (Lat.“twin”) (2 girls)
Vibrata (Lat. “vibrant”)
Gymnasia (Lat. “athletic”)
Vocal types: varied – 4 Songs & 1 Dance each.
Note: Must be able to dance as all have a solo dance interlude
and would like for Gymnasia to be able to do gymnastic moves.
Quote:
(to a eunuch) Don’t you lower your voice to me.
Audition: Dance and singing.

Cast
The Proteans:
Choristers who play multiple roles (slaves, citizens,
soldiers, and eunuchs). They accompany Pseudolus
in "Comedy Tonight". On Broadway, three people
played all of these roles but can be expanded to
more.
Gender: Male or Female
Age: Open but must be supple and able to move
with agility.
Vocal Type: Any.
Note: Looking for actors with special talents and
skills (but not essential) as well as mime and
general acting abilities.
Audition: Singing, reading and movement.

Auditions
Cast Auditions:
Saturday 10 November and Sunday 11 November

Dance Auditions:
Sunday 11 November

If necessary there will be call backs on Tuesday 13/11/18.
Please note that all characters will have to do either a dance or
movement audition so some will have to attend both Saturday and
Sunday depending upon appointment availability.
All auditions will be at the Grove

Audition Songs
Pseudolus – Free (First section)
Hysterium – I’m Calm (1 verse)
Hero – Love I Hear (First section)
Philia – That’ll Show Him
Senex – Everybody Ought to Have a Maid (Encore 1)
Domina – That Dirty Old Man
Lycus - Everybody Ought to Have a Maid (Encore 1)
Miles Gloriosus – My Bride (from where Miles begins singing)
Erronius – Comedy Tonight (1 Verse)
Courtesans and Proteans - Comedy Tonight (1 verse)

Auditions – Dance/Movement
Dance/movement rehearsals will be on Sunday 11
November 2018.
A set dance or movement routine will be taught on
the day of the audition.
Please wear suitable clothing and footwear.
Dance auditions for the Courtesans;
Movement auditions for all other characters other
than the Coutesans.

Auditions – Dance/Movement cont.
The movement audition will be held on Sunday 11
November from 10-11 am. All cast other than the
Courtesans must attend this audition.
The Courtesan’s dance auditon will be from 11.1512.30. The routine will be group taught followed
individual auditions and a group singing audition.
If there is a problem with attending this audition
please let us know and an alternative may be able to
be arranged.

Recordings
Original Broadway 1962 version starring Zero Mostel and Jack
Gilford.
Hallmark 713052
Original London 1963 cast recording starring Frankie Howerd
and Kenneth Connor.
EMI Records 7243 5 65070 2 9
1996 Broadway revival starring Nathan Lane.
Angel Records 7243 8 52223 2 0

Inquiries
Email: Sharyn@wmtc.com.au
or michael@wmtc.com.au

